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This research group consists of 4 professional librarians: 3 from the University of 
Northampton and one from De Montfort University. The group is planning to 
analyse the use of social learning spaces within a Higher Education setting using 
qualitative and quantitative research methods.   
 
In 2009 Chris Powis undertook a research study to investigate student choices 
around the “Third Space” for learning. The “Third Space” is a space not 
designated as a teaching space or private space, the University Library fits into 
this category and Powis’ research looked at why students select certain areas on 
campus to study. Powis did this in 2 ways: 1) By mapping the campus to see 
which areas students were selecting and 2) by interviewing students in situ to 
understand their rationale.  
 
This research group would like to replicate the mapping exercise at the University 
Libraries at the University of Northampton and De Montfort University and then 
develop semi structure interview to understand the students’ rationale in their 
choice of social learning space. These findings will be compared with the data 
collected by the original study. A comparison will also be made between data 
collected at the University of Northampton and De Montfort University. 
 
Going forward the research group will be developing themes that emerge from 
this initial research. There are also several existing themes of interest that will be 
explored further: 
 

1) The narrative of social learning spaces: why do certain spaces appeal to 
individuals and how does previous experience affect these narratives? 

2) The concept of identity: how does individual identity impact upon the 
student’s choice of learning space?  

3) The notion of spaces such as the library gaining iconic status for learning: 
is there an “iconography” of the Library and how does it impact use? 
 

This 15 minute presentation aims to outline the research group’s intentions and 
give an understanding to the rationale of the research. It will also explain how 
this research could be beneficial to the future design and architecture of academic 
and non-academic libraries.  
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