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The University of Northampton was one of the first UK universities to 
implement a policy for the management of research data.  This 
presentation will describe the background to this policy, its development 
and implementation, and the work currently being undertaken in 
partnership with the Digital Curation Centre (DCC) to develop the skills of 
both research and professional services staff in good data management 
practice. 

Good research data management is a key element of good research 
conduct (Research Councils UK, 2009; JISC, 2010a).  It enhances the 
value of research, contributes to its impact and supports the increasingly 
stringent demands of research funders. With increasing pressure from the 
UK government for research outputs, including data, to be made openly 
accessible, a political and social climate that demands accountability, and 
a legal framework that permits individuals to access research via FOI and 
EIR requests, then it is clear that there is a great need for a robust 
approach to managing research data. 

In the summer of 2010 library staff undertook a project which sought to 
establish the then current data management practices and needs of 
university researchers.  Following a ‘Data Asset Framework’ methodology 
(DCC, n.d.a), the project team interviewed and surveyed researchers 
across the university.  Research leaders in each School gave an overview 
of general practice in their subject areas whilst participating researchers 
provided individual perspectives on data management. 

As a result of the project, a number of recommendations were made to 
Research Committee; one of these was that the university should have a 
research data policy. 

The policy eventually approved by Research Committee (The University of 
Northampton, 2012) recognised the importance of good research data 
management and required researchers to fulfil the RCUK’s expectations 
with respect to the preservation and accessibility of research data 
(Research Councils UK, 2009, p.5).  It further suggested that a data 
management planning tool such as DMPOnline (DCC, n.d.b) should be 
used at an early stage of each research project.  

The research data policy must now be implemented.  The implementation 
will be the focus of a DCC ‘institutional engagement’ (DCC, n.d.c).  Over 
the next nine months LLS and records management staff will be working 
with the DCC and the research community to develop and deliver a 
programme of training and support for researchers and research support 
staff.  Additionally, provision will be made for the secure storage of 
research data – ensuring that as far as data are concerned, there will be 
life beyond the laptop. 
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