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1. Introduction 
 

This project  explored how undergraduate students feel 
towards their academic reading lists and changes which 
they feel should be made to improve their academic 
experience.  As reading lists are there to act as an aid for 
students during their time at university, it is important to 
ensure that their use is properly understood and that 
any problems are addressed. 

2. Aim & Objectives 
 

Aim 
• To investigate how undergraduate students feel 

about the use of reading lists 
 
Objectives 
• To understand how undergraduate students use and 

respond to academic reading lists 
• To understand general trends and changes which 

undergraduate students would like to see to their 
reading lists 

3. Methodology 
Focus groups were held and prompts were given for 
student discussion. There were three main sections to 
be discussed: 
 

• General discussion about reading lists that students 
had experienced 

• Discussion of example reading lists 
• Discussion of definitions of words which could be 

used on reading lists 
 

The focus group interviews were transcribed and 
thematic analysis was used to find reoccurring themes 
which appeared throughout the focus groups.  
 

 
 

Core 
“It’s a base to 
start with” 

Essential 
“Highly 
recommended, 
essential reading” 

Recommended 
“Others have used 
it, and it’s been 
useful” 

Suggested 
“Read if you 
have time” 

Useful 
“Might help you” 

Indicative 
“It’s a  
non-word  
to me” 

 
 
 

Reoccurring themes which came forward were: 
• Reading lists should follow a standard style/format 
• Lecturers should work with the library to ensure books 

are available 
• Reading lists should be referred to during lectures 
• Past student recommendations would be useful 
• It should be made clear how much students are 

expected to read from the set list 

4. Key Findings 

 
Many thanks to the URB@N  Project for making this research possible 

 

 
 

The descriptive words which students 
find most useful in relation to books that 
should be used are core, essential and 
recommended and are represented by a 
central target.  The terms which were 
less popular were suggested, useful and 
indicative and this is represented by the 
jagged outline.  
 

5. Discussion 

 
 

  The research has shown that reading lists are both a 
required and expected part of the undergraduate student 
experience. This project has identified a number of issues 
that can be used to inform future practice, an example  
being the use of particular words on reading lists. 
 

  It has been possible to identify concerns which can be  
used by the Library in the implementation of new reading  
list software (Talis Aspire). 
 

 This project contributes to other research into reading 
lists currently being carried out by the project leaders. As  
an URB@N research student I have been able to offer a  
valuable ‘insider perspective’. 

6. What Next? 
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